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Sunday Worship Schedule 
9am – Service with contemporary music  |  11am – Traditional service and hymns 

Adult Education between services  |  Youth Group – 6:00 - 7:30pm  
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“EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE SHARE THE UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” 

“God is With Us”                                                   December 2016 

stress for its own sake. As Christians it is  
important that we breathe faith into these  
traditions; that we make the Christmas message of 
God’s visitation in our world in the stable in  
Bethlehem a centerpiece of all that we do. 
 
A good way to do that is to participate in the many 
meaningful gatherings we’ll have at Immanuel 
during this season. This newsletter is filled with 
opportunities to come together, to serve, and to 
celebrate the meaning and spirit of Advent and 
Christmas. One example is our children’s Christmas 
program and musical that will be presented at a 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Immanuel  
Lutheran Church, 
 
We are now in the season of Advent, looking  
forward once again toward Christmas and all that 
it means for both our faith and our culture. We 
have many wonderful practices in our holiday 
celebrations at this time of the year: the beautiful 
decorations, familiar Christmas songs, holiday 
parties, and gift-giving. At the same time, some-
times our culture’s approach to Christmas 
amounts to little more than busyness, buying, and 

Upcoming Worship Services for the Christmas SeasonUpcoming Worship Services for the Christmas SeasonUpcoming Worship Services for the Christmas SeasonUpcoming Worship Services for the Christmas Season    
    

Sun., Dec. 4: Two Services: 9:00 and 11:00am; Decorating Christmas trees in the church beginning at Noon. 
 
Sun., Dec. 11: One Service: 11:00am, featuring Children’s Christmas Program (Please note the start time 
    of this service.) 
 
Sun., Dec. 18: Two Services: 9:00 and 11:00am 
 
Sat., Dec. 24, Christmas Eve:  
 5:00pm: Family Christmas Story and Carols 
 7:00pm: Pre-service Christmas jazz concert 
 7:30pm: Christmas candlelight service with children’s nativity 
 9:45pm: Pre-service Christmas classical concert 
       10:00pm: Christmas candlelight service 
 
Sun., Dec. 25: One Service: 11:00am, (Please note the start time of this service.) 
 
Sun., Jan. 1, 2017: One Service at 11:00am to welcome the new year. (Please note the start time of this service.) 
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combined 11:00 service on Sunday, December 
11th. As in recent years, the pageant will feature 
the talents of our young people as they portray the 
Christmas story in word, acting, and song. A second 
activity is our Living Nativity on December 22, 
which will include an outdoor live manger scene, 
a petting zoo, crafts, food, and music – activities 
for all ages. Then there are our beautiful candle-
light services and holiday concerts on Christmas 
Eve. Christmas is a season for sharing, so don’t 
forget to invite others to find a home in the life of 
this faith community through these worship  
services and activities. 
 
One unusual thing this year is that both Christmas 
and New Year's fall on a Sunday. We’ll be here 
both days with a single service at 11:00 – singing 
carols and celebrating Christ’s birth on Christmas, 
and welcoming in a new year on January 1.  
 
I wish everyone a meaningful season of preparation 
during Advent, and a joyous celebration of 
Christ’s birth at Christmas. 
 
Pastor David 
 
 

Christmas Poinsettia Dedications  
 
The Christmas poinsettia 
dedications sign-up sheet is 
on the table in the Narthex. 
The recommended donation 
is $10 per plant. There are 
enve lopes  fo r  your  
contribution on the table 
which may be placed in the  
offering plate or given to Nancy in the office. 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, December 30, 9am-2pm 
 
There will be a Red Cross blood drive at Immanuel 
on Friday, Dec. 30, 9am to 2pm, in the fellowship 
hall. Give blood. Give something that means 
something. 
 

 

 

November 15, 2016 
 
I. Pastor’s Report 
A. Pastor has been in conversation with the Sierra 
Pacific Synod Bishop, Rev. Mark Holmerud, who 
would like to visit our church on January 29th, 2017. 
B. Baby World would like to put a soft surface on 
the sidewalk (in the courtyard between Schroder 
Hall and Fireside Room)  Either wood or expandable 
rubber would be used. 
 
President  No report 
 
Vice President  No report 
 
Secretary  No report 
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Church Council  
Meeting Minutes 

Our annual stewardship Our annual stewardship Our annual stewardship Our annual stewardship 
pledges help us plan our pledges help us plan our pledges help us plan our pledges help us plan our     
ministry for the coming year.ministry for the coming year.ministry for the coming year.ministry for the coming year. 
 
If you were unable to turn in a pledge sheet 
yet, please know that we are still accepting 
these. Just drop yours in the Sunday offering, 
or bring or mail it to the church office.  
Additional forms and pledge packets are 
available in the church entry and in the 
church office. Pledges can also be made 
online at www.ilclosaltos.com. Together we 
will make Ripples Ripples Ripples Ripples as the gifts we offer make 
an impact that reaches far and wide. 

+  
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Treasurer  October was a good month.  
Expenses in line with the budget. Treasurer’s  
report discussed.  
 

II. Old Business 
Nominating Committee  Judith Hage will  
consider joining the council in June.  She has a 
direct contact with the German Consulate.  Lynn 
and Winnie are the council representatives, and Jo 
Carlson and Pam Stearns are the congregation 
reps. Tom moved that we accept Jo and Pam as 
representatives, and Lisa seconded.  Passed. 
 
2017 Budget  Make sure that your committee 
chairs get their budgets in by December 1st. 
 
Endowment Fund Charter Documentation 
Martha is working on changing the wording of 
certain parts of it. In January, council needs to 
look at the new wording. 
 

III. New Business 
Worship and Music Holiday Schedule:  Winnie 
is discussing poinsettias with Nancy.  The earliest 
they would be set out in the Sanctuary would be 
Sunday, December 18th. Christmas Eve there will 
be 3 services again at 5:00, 7:00 and 9:45 p.m. 
Advertising for the Christmas services discussed. 
Boughs and bows will go up at 4pm on the  
Sunday, November 27th. We will be delivering 
the staff gifts on Sunday, Dec. 18th. When we do 
this, staff members should be mentioned by name. 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting  Date for the 
annual meeting will be Sunday, Feb. 12, 2017. 
 
Committee Updates Temple Talks to Congregation. 
Temple Talks could be done by the committee 
chairs with a quick synopsis of what the  
committee does. 
 

IV. Committee Reports 
Evangelism  Lynn is interested in anything that is 
being promoted at Immanuel. Pastor is  
collecting anything to do with the 500th anniversary 
of the Lutheran church.  Tom suggests putting a line 
item in the budget for this. 
 
Fellowship  Oktoberfest went very well. We broke 
even. 44 people signed up; 115 showed up. 
 

Finance  Planning to meet in the next couple of weeks.  
More people needed for banking on Sundays. 
 
Personnel  No report. 
 
Property  Solar panels, power consumption and 
cost discussed. Bob Simmen to look into the cost 
of solar panels. Special thanks to Junette and 
Terry Higgins for all of the cleanup they have 
done. They will clean the lights in the fireside 
room next Monday, Nov. 21st. Jim Hayes has 
found a great plumber who fixed the ladies’ room 
faucet and the garbage disposal in the kitchen. Jim 
and Linda Roarke will be working on outdoor 
plants. Comcast update: still not complete.  Green 
Cultural Center Chinese School: Judy to draft a 
list regarding issues. 
 
Social Ministry  No report. 
 
Stewardship  Commitment Sunday will be  
November 27th. 
 
Weddings and Retreats  Carpet needs to be 
cleaned, especially in Luther Hall by the Sunday 
School classrooms. 
 
Worship and Music  See report above. 
 
Christian Ed. Veterans Brunch was well attended. 
 
CAT (Children And Teens)  Sunday November 
20th is the dinner theater.  October 29th ‘Parents 
Night Out’ went well. 
 

V. Closing Prayer and Adjournment. 
Next council meeting is on December 15th. Tom 
Hampton has devotions. 

DECEMBER / 3 
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Sunday, December 11 
One combined service at 11:00 a.m., featuring  

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Holiday Craft Fair, Sunday, Dec. 4th, 10am–4pm, Fellowship Hall  
Participation is open to Immanuel Members  

On Sunday, Dec. 4, from 10am-4pm, Immanuel is having a 

Holiday Craft Fair featuring handmade craft items and unique 

gifts. Items include: Scarves, Hats, Ornaments, Rings, Neck-

laces, Bracelets, Earrings, Handmade Cards, Aprons, Sewn 

Kitchen Items, Table Coverings, Napkins, Travel and Picnic 

Bags, and more!!!  Part of each purchase benefits the Youth 

at Immanuel. 
 
 

Deck the Halls Family Day—Sun., Dec. 4, 12:00 p.m.  
Come to this intergenerational celebration of the Advent and Christmas time 

Sunday, Dec. 4th, beginning at Noon to enjoy some fun activities, decorate 

the church, and ring in the holidays.  Pizza will be provided.  Bring a friend, too! 

The entire congregation and friends are invited to a combined  

service at 11:00am on Sun., Dec. 11, in which our youth and  

Sunday School children will present a Christmas musical play  

entitled, “The Best Story Ever Told”, under the direction of Carla 

Schick. Children’s practices are currently taking place each week 

during the Sunday School hour. Come to be inspired as our children 

and youth share their talents. 



 

www.ilclosaltos.com DECEMBER / 5 

Christmas Eve “Instant Nativity” 

Accepting Food Donations  
During Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

During the Advent season we are accepting 
donations of non-perishable food to give to 

those who are hungry and less fortunate. All 
donations will be divided equally between the 

Community Services Agency which serves Los 
Altos, Mountain View and Los Altos Hills and 
Sunnyvale Community Services. When you 
bring your donations place the items on the 

bookshelf near the Fellowship Hall.  
Donations will be accepted through  

December 18th. Thank you! 

Salvation Army Giving Tree 
 

The Giving Tree is set 
up in the Fellowship 
Hall and tags for girls, 
boys, and seniors are 
hung on it. For the 
girls and boys an age 
and a “suggested” gift 
is specified on the 

tags; on the tags for seniors a gift is “suggested”. 
Please examine the tags and take one or more.   
It is not imperative to provide the “suggested” gift, 
just a gift similar to the stated suggestion for the 
age that costs in the range of $10-$25 (normal 
retail). After you have purchased the gift(s), attach 
the tag(s), and bring the gift(s) in original  
packaging but UNWRAPPED back to Immanuel 
by Friday, December 16. Leave the gift(s) in the 
Salvation Army barrel by the tree or around the 
tree. Contact Robin Livengood at 650-938-8087 if 
you have any questions.  
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Youth Group 
Youth group this year is for all ages 6th grade 
through 12th grade. We invite all  
Confirmation students to stay after Confirmation 
class to enjoy the fun. Confirmation classes are on 
break during December. Classes will resume  
Sunday, January 8, 2017, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Dec. 4  Decorate Christmas Trees in church  
    starting at 12 Noon. No youth group in evening. 
 
Dec. 11  Fun and games night 
 
Dec. 18  Family dinner and movie 
 
Dec. 25  Merry Christmas! No youth group. 
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YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    

Living Nativity—Thursday, December 22 

Sr. High Night and Congregation  

Celebration, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Immanuel will be hosting a Living Nativity on Thurs., 

December 22 from 6-8pm. This is an outdoor festival 

that helps to visually demonstrate the Christmas 

Story and will include a manger scene, music, crafts 

for kids, food and a petting zoo. This is a good way 

for the church to reach out to the community and to 

share the gift of the birth of our Lord and Savior.  You’re invited to come and be a part of 

this great event. The Sr. High will perform the Nativity, and we will need people to sign up to 

bring snacks and Chili/Soup, help with crafts for the young kids, and help with the petting zoo 

and music.  Please sign up with Danny after one of the Sunday services  

(Dec. 4, 11, or 18) in the fellowship hall.  This is a great outreach event.  

Please help Immanuel spread the Good News to our community!!! 

Living Nativity 

Wishing you a very  
    Merry and Blessed Christmas 
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Anniversaries  
 
Homer & Helen Wells Dec. 15 

Chad & Pam Stearns Dec. 28 

Adriana Hampton & Allen Lunsford Dec. 30 

 
Birthdays   

 
Diana Hage Dec. 3 

Bob Bartholomew Dec. 4 

Erik Danford Dec. 6 

Marissa Hampton Dec. 7 

Mary Adriani Dec. 9 

Jack Knutson Dec. 9 

Pr. David Schick Dec. 9 

Winnie Manners Dec. 13 

Kristen Winant Dec. 15 

Jack Ahrens Dec. 16 

Magdalena Novotna Dec. 16 

Charlotte Scheuerlein Dec. 16 

Alissa Danford Dec. 17 

Carmine Adriani  Dec. 22 

Terry Higgins Dec. 23 

Heather Peters Dec. 23 

Nancy Allgeier Dec. 24 

George Poppitz Dec. 24 

Mark Roberts Dec. 24 

Laura Manners Dec. 29 

Ingrid Stahl Dec. 29 

Dita Hayes Dec. 30 

Hannah Paulson  Dec. 30 

Heidi Chase Dec. 31 

Hana Jones Dec. 31 
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